
Exhibit 1 – Pat O’Rourke’s summary of other environmental education organizations in the Puget Sound.  

Presented in no particular order. 

Organization Programmatic Offerings  Location and Other Notes 

YMCA’s Camp 

Orkila 

 Week-long outdoor education camp serves 75 schools and 6,500 
4th to 12th grade students. 

 Specialty camp for marine biology $649 to $949 per youth; 
retreats and conferences. 

 Served students since 1971 

 Located on Orcas Island, 
WA. 

 

Mercer Slough 

Environmental 

Education 

Center 

 Day programming from age 3 to 12th grade. 

 Family activities, preschool programs, after-school clubs, and 
science labs for teenagers. 

 Cost prohibitive for low-income families. 

 In Bellevue, WA. 

 Established through 
partnership between 
Bellevue and Pacific Science 
Center. 

Powerful 

Choices for the 

Environment 

 For 6th to 8th graders; instructor provides a week of free in-school 
instruction focused on land, air, water, and electricity. 

 Serving 17,000 students in 90 schools. 

 Program provided by Puget 
Sound Energy. 

Homewaters 

Project 

 Provide free science education through urban outdoor 
environments with 4th to 10th grade curriculum that uses Seattle 
Public School (SPS) science kits. 

 Serves 36 schools and 2,208 students annually. 

 Compensates teachers to take trainings so they can continue 
lessons independently, 88 teachers served. 

 Founded in 1991, serves 
Shoreline and Seattle. 

 Subsidiary of North Seattle 
Community College. 

 Run by 3 paid staff 
members and volunteers 

Seattle 

Aquarium 

 Curriculum, field trips, and resources for teachers K-8th grade. 

 Scholarship Fund for low-income schools/classes with free 
Aquarium admission and transportation. 

 Free program for 75 high school students on scientific field 
studies. 

 One day youth camps; $60 per student. 

 Preschool and family activities. 

 Located in Seattle. 

Seattle 

Audubon 

 Urban nature partnership with SPS for 3rd to 5th grade at 24 
schools, served 600 with 8 lessons, free for SPS schools, $400 for 
private schools. 

 Day camp at Magnuson Park in summer for 1st to 12th grade 
($220 to $450 per student/wk) 

 Membership allows adults to participate in classes, field trips, 
and volunteer citizen science program. 

 School program taught by 
70 volunteers. 

Salish Sea 

Expeditions 

 Week-long education trips on a sailboat for 5th through 12th 
grade (675 students); $2,500 cost per trip, or about 
$80/day/person; reduced tuition available for low-income 
schools. 

 Free collaboration with teachers to develop projects on local 
watersheds to expand outdoor curriculum. 

 Free inquiry based science training for teachers (230 teachers 
served). 

 19 staff members. 

 Cost to organization of 
education trips 
approximately $5,000/trip. 

Seattle Tilth  Focused on resource conservation through gardening 

 Runs own gardens, plus programming at multiple P-Patches, 
parks, and community centers. 

 1.5 hr. sessions of in-classroom programming for pre-k through 
5th grade; $5.50 per student. 

 $35 for half-day teacher trainings; free and fee-based adult 
workshops. 

 Contract with Seattle Public 
Utilities for the Garden 
Hotline and Master 
Composter Program; 
partnership with City of 
Issaquah. 


